November 2021

Welcome back Griffins and ALL students!
Congratulations to everyone who won the
student elections. We would like to thank all of
the volunteers for helping with the Fall Festival.
It was a big success. Now let's introduce the
Student Council of this school year:
President: Elihu C.R.
Vice-President: Ramon F. T.
Secretary: Sean C.
Treasure: Keona W.
The Flyer is the main project for the journalism classes.

School Calendar
November 2021
November 1 - First Day of American Indian Heritage Month
November 2 - Election Day
November 4 - SAT Registration Deadline
November 5 - ACT Registration Deadline
November 6 - SAT Test Day
November 11 - Veterans Day - NO SCHOOL
November 13 - Science Olympiad: Casa Grande Invitational
November 19 - ACT Late Deadline
November 23 - SAT Deadline for Changes
November 25 & 26 - Thanksgiving Break - NO SCHOOL
November 26 - Native American Heritage Day
December 2021
December 4 - SAT Test Day
December 4 - Science Olympiad: Winter Invitational
December 11 - ACT Test Day
December 13 - 17 - FINALS WEEK
December 17 - HALF DAY
December 20 - WINTER BREAK
January 2022
January 3 - First Day Back
January 7 - ACT Regular Deadline
January 8 - Science Olympiad: National Invitational
January 17 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 21 - ACT Late Deadline
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February 2022
February 1 - First Day of Black History Month
February 11 - SAT Registration Deadline
February 12 - ACT Test Date
February 14 - Valentine’s Day
February 21 - President’s Day
February 25 - ACT Registration Deadline

March 2022
March 1 - First Day of Women’s History Month
March 1 - SAT Deadline for Changes
March 5 - Science Olympiad: Southern Regional
March 7 - 11 - FINALS WEEK
March 11 - ACT Late Deadline
March 11 - HALF DAY
March 12 - SAT Test Date
March 14 - 20 - SPRING BREAK
March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day
March 21 - First Day Back
April 2022
April 2 - Science Olympiad: State Tournament
April 2 - ACT Test Date
April 8 - SAT Deadline Registration
April 17 - Easter Sunday
April 26 - SAT Deadline for Changes
May 2022
May 1 - First Day of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
May 2 - 13 - AP Exams
May 5 - Cinco De Mayo
May 5 - ACT Registration Deadline
May 8 - Mother’s Day
May 14 - Science Olympiad: National Tournament
May 20 - ACT Late Registration Deadline
May 25 - SAT Deadline for Changes
May 30 - Memorial Day
June 2022
June 1 - First Day of LGBTQ+ Pride Month
June 4 - SAT Test Date
June 6 - 10 - FINALS WEEK
June 10 - HALF DAY
June 11 - ACT Test Date
June 14 - Flag Day
June 17 - ACT Registration Deadline
June 19 - Father’s Day
June 19 - Juneteenth
June 24 - ACT Late Registration Deadline

2

Skateboarding Fun Facts
That Aren't So Fun
by Matthew Wences
Did you know 47 people on average die from skateboarding every year? Most deaths that
come from skating are because of motor vehicles. Second place for most skating fatalities
are from hill bombs (riding down steep hills). There are approximately 70,000 injuries that
require the emergency room every year from riding a skateboard, some of them even
result in heart stopping.
It was in the early 90s when the U.S military
tried mixing things up and brought in
skateboards to move around tight areas
where other solutions couldn’t get in. These
went away after a while as it became hard to
manage in combat situations. There are
about 176 injuries per day from skating.
Skateboarding was banned in Norway
between 1975 and 1985 because of the
number of ER visits from skateboarders. It is
estimated that over 800,000 skaters got to
the ER in the U.S. each year because of
skating injuries. Something else bad about
skating is most people give up on
skateboarding rather soon very frequently.
There are some really cool tricks. Some of which include…..
First, is the ollie. It's fairly easy to get. It is one of the first tricks you need to learn to do
other tricks. I can do an ollie, but I just can't land it. I can still get my board off the ground.
All you need to do is put your foot comfortably in the middle of the board, put the other
one on the back, then pop the hoof that's on the b up and slide your front trotter forward.
It sounds pretty easy, but it's really hard. It has taken me three weeks and I still can't land it.
It usually takes people three months to master it.
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Another trick I want to talk about is called the kickflip. It's very similar to the ollie, except for
when you slide the board, your toes are touching it. If your right leg is in front, slide it to the
left, and if your left is in front, slide it to the left. All a kickflip really is, is just an ollie. Except
your board spins, then it arrives on the ground, and you land back on it. If you are familiar
with your board, it can take a few weeks, months, or even a few years before you can nail
your first kickflip.

There are many different types of skateboards. This includes the normal board, longboards,
cruisers, twin tips, and pintails. There are a lot of pros and cons with all of these boards. The
first one we are going to cover are the longboards. Longboarding has two purposes, cruising
and transportation. The design is amazing when it comes to riding in the street. Its shape,
trucks, and soft wheels make it comfortable and easy to turn even on a rough surface. Also a
longboard is an incredible board for long trips.

Now we are going to cover the cruisers. They have larger and softer wheels and are meant
to go for a long time without stopping too much. They're easier to push, roll, and turn. They
also tend to be wider. They're not meant for tricks like regular skateboards are. That's
pretty much it for them.
Thank you for reading my article about skateboarding. Goodbye.
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VANDALISM AT GREEN FIELDS
There’s been a series of different acts of vandalism at the campus. Within the first weeks of
school, the light switches were broken. The most recent act was breaking the Chinese classroom
door. I have interviewed Serei, one of the people in charge at Green Fields, about vandalism.
The interview 11/5/21
Me: “So there's been different types of vandalism lately since the
beginning of the quarter with the light switches, restroom and stuff like
that, missing exit signs and most recently breaking the Chinese classroom
door. There's some questions for you. Do you know the cost for some of
these things that have been destroyed such as the light switches?”
Serei: “I don’t know the exact cost. People are coming in and giving me
estimates, like I have to meet two guys today to look at all the doors. I
called the architect to get some names and contact information for people
to fix the bathrooms. Some of them can be done, it just takes time of our
people away from other things that they could be doing that are way more
worth while.
Me: “Do you know anyone responsible?”
Serei: “Umm. I do know, I do have names, I can’t share those names, you
know we are living in a difficult time right now and families are having
different problems, financial, whatever, I’m not going to necessarily put
more burden on families who are trying to make ends meet.”
Me: Well I asked you that because I was wondering if you had any consequences for them?”
Serei: “They will have to do some kind of community work and they will have to help in the rebuilding of all
these things, because when you put your sweat and effort into it, you’ll appreciate it more. That’s like if you
guys liter and someone else always pick up after you, you’re never gonna know what it takes to have to spend
time picking up all those things. But, if you guys start cleaning up and picking up after yourselves it’s more
likely you guys will realize that it doesn’t take much to walk and throw your piece of trash into a trash can.”
Me: “ Ok, do you have any ideas to prevent all this? I guess
bringing up the fact of having people do community service
could scare people to not break things but any other ideas?”
Serei: “There are a lot of things. Normally, in a public school
or in a school setting, you break things intentionally, you
vandalize intentionally it’s an automatic suspension
because... these are not things that need to happen or have
to be tolerated, because schools get little funding as it is and
that money could’ve gone into the classroom to benefit
school education. Other than that, the best ways for these
kids to understand, that people have to work, people have to
do the job, people have to take time out of their things and
fix what they recklessly broke so, with them having to do the
manual labor along with the professionals, it is my hope they
learn something from it.”
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Me: “Would you have them do it after school or during school?”
Serei: “I would have them do it after school and on the weekends.
Until the jobs are done and it’s not just restrictive of what they damage.
Like if they broke a door, they won’t just have to fix the door, they’ll
have to do a whole lot more.”
Me: “ That seems fair. Do you know when things will be fixed?”
Serei: “Well they’re giving me estimates and whatever so I do need the
professional to be able to do it, so I am trying to get it all fixed as soon
as possible. Hopefully a couple of things by this weekend like Tina’s
door especially”, the Chinese classroom door.
Me: “What about the exit sign at the restroom missing?”
Serei: “So the exit sign I did not see what happened to it, but if it’s just
a matter of replacing the batteries or what not, if it’s the whole unit
then obviously we will have to buy a new unit in which case the person
who destroyed it would have to kind of work it off and that they’ll
continue until the amount is paid off at a fair wage price.”
Me: “We can get in trouble for not having an exit sign.”
Serei: “Yes it is a fire marshal violation”
Me: “So, how important would you say this is.”
Serei: “It is very important, I think it’s very sad that people feel that
they have to destroy properties and not even think twice about it. I
think it shows a lack of a sense of community and it lacks pride in
their environment. And the person needs to gain the understanding
of what it is to be proud of the environment. You’re in to keep it
clean, to keep safe and just the pride of ownership and you guys
basically own the campus because it's for you.”

Me: “Do you know when you’re going to make
people come in for community service?”
Serei: “Once I speak with these guys and when they
start. I will be contacting parents, so after I meet
these two guys in the afternoon, I should have a
better idea, and it’s a good thing because they will
actually benefit from this because, they will have
gained some other skills, like if someone has never
picked up a saw and they have to saw something,
well now they know what it is to have to saw a piece
of two-by-fours.”
By Darth Grogu
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HARRY STYLES

STYLE

By: Scryd
Harry Styles is mostly known for his
singing career and his time in One
Direction, but I want to talk about
his fashion choices and how they
have sparked conversation on men
wearing dresses and whether or not
it’s “manly”
After Harry's departure from One
Direction, he seemed to get bolder
when it came to what he was
wearing. For example, his bright
patterned suites with floral prints.
One of my personal favorites is his
Met Gala look by Gucci in 2019.

Met Gala 2019
In December of 2020 Harry became the
first man to front the fashion title solo
on Vogue Magazine. He wore a black
jacket and blue dress by Gucci.

Candace Owens
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There were a lot of mixed emotions
about the dress, but someone who
seemed to have a lot to say was
conservative commentator Candace
Owens. Owens called it “an outright
attack on strong and manly men” which
was the beginning of “bring back manly
men”.

Another person who had comments on the look was
Youtuber Logan Paul on his podcast Impaulsive. On
this show they talked about what it means to be
“manly”. Logan's co-host George Janko says “it ain't
manly bro” when he and Logan get into a heated
debate about the issue. Logan's response to that was
“Bro, why? What is ‘manly’ to you? What does it mean?
Is manly being comfortable in your own skin and being
comfortable with who you are, regardless of what
you’re wearing”
So why has it become such an issue for conservatives?
There are plenty of other countries where men wearing
skirts is normalized. For example, in Greece, they wear
skirts (Fustanella) in the military, and in Scotland, they
wear skirts (kilts) as well on multiple occasions. Many
conservatives believe that wearing a dress makes a
man “less manly”.

Cover of Vogue

Here is what Harry has to say about wearing “feminine”
clothes. “I’ll go in shops sometimes, and I just find
myself looking at womens clothing thinking they're
amazing” he says in an interview “There's so much joy to
be had in playing with clothes. I’ve never really thought
too much about what it means, it just becomes this
extended part of creating something”
“Now I’ll put on something that feels very flamboyant,
and I don’t feel crazy wearing it” he continues “Clothes
are there to have fun with and experiment with and
play with. What's really exciting is that all of these lines
are just kind of crumbling away”

Now in my opinion, it doesn't really matter if a man
wears a dress or not because it's their life, not mine or
yours. Who are we to tell someone what to put on? If
someone feels comfortable in what they’re wearing,
then that's great! If you don’t like wearing dresses then
don’t. If you do like putting on dresses then do. There is
no reason why you can't wear what you want or be who
you want to be.

Logan Paul

Harry Styles looked great and there was nothing wrong
with what he was wearing.
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By: Fictional Mouse

Scarlett Johansson, who plays Black Widow in the MCU, is taking Disney to
court on July 29, 2021, for a ‘breach of contract’ regarding the Black Widow
movie. In March of 2019, the actress was assured by the corporation that the film
would solely be released in theaters for 90-120 days. They still went ahead and
put the motion picture on their streaming service, Disney+, at the same time that
it was put into theaters. Her salary was largely based on how well the movie did
in the box office, so the fact that Disney released it on their streaming service
made it so she wouldn’t make as much money due to people buying it and
watching it in their homes, rather than going to the theater.
The day that she took them to court
was only a few weeks after the movie
came out. Scarlett Johansson said she
lost an estimated total of 50 million
dollars due to the synchronized
release. Her representatives contacted
Disney to try and renegotiate the
contract between the two of them, but
the corporation did not respond to
their request. That was the main
cause for her taking the company to
court.
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Disney’s response in the matter stated that it was “especially sad and distressing
in its callous disregard for the horrific and prolonged global effects of the Covid19 pandemic.” “We fully complied with Ms. Johansson’s contract and
furthermore, the release of Black Widow on Disney+ with Premier Access has
significantly enhanced her ability to earn additional compensation on top of the
$20 million she has received to date.” They used the fact that there was a global
pandemic to cover for them releasing this movie on their streaming service,
generating more revenue for them than if they just released it in theaters. They
tried to turn her into the bad guy by saying that she has already earned $20
million, making it seem like she is extremely greedy and just upset because she
didn’t get all of the money she says she was owed.

“Johansson’s lawsuit doesn’t take into
consideration the many disabled and
otherwise high-risk fans who would not
have been able to see the movie yet if it
were only in theaters … she’s only thinking
about her paycheck, not about the
‘justification’ for Disney’s decision in the
midst of a global pandemic.”-Rebecca
Kaplan. It is not right how they are saying
that some people can’t go to the theaters,
the statement is true and all, but they still
shouldn’t go against what they said. This
argument is not valid due to the fact that
it was set in stone that the movie would be
released exclusively in theaters all the way
back in 2019. You could twist what has
happened to make it seem like Disney was
‘justified’, but it was not right of them to
do that, even though we are going through
a global health crisis.

Update: They eventually came to
an agreement on September 30,
2021. “I'm very pleased that we
have been able to come to a
mutual agreement with Scarlett
Johansson regarding 'Black
Widow,” said Disney Studios
chairman Alan Bergman. The
details regarding the deal that
they have come to have not been
disclosed yet.
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Why You Shouldn't Litter
By: Arjan Khalsa
When you first look at the nature around you, you often first see its beauty. As
you become more aware of your surroundings, you start to see trash seemingly
everywhere. Litter can be defined as waste products that are disposed of
incorrectly at an unsuitable location without anyone's consent. Some people
have a tendency to throw junk everywhere. They don't feel responsible for
places such as streets and parks, a belief that there's no associated
consequences, and simple carelessness or laziness. The age that most boys or
girls litter is between the years of 18 to 34. The more humans leave trash
around the worse the community looks.

There are many other reasons why some chose to just drop their trash. The
most common are either not having a disposal container available, the bins are
full or there is an aversion to walking to the recycling or wastebasket. Some
people will just walk past garbage cans and throw their junk right next to it.
Discarding your waste products unsuitably is wrong on so many levels. Not
only can you get a ticket for improper debris disposal, it is also bad for our
environment. If people continue to unconsciously dispose of their remnants, we
may not have a healthy planet to live on. There are a large number of
volunteers who pick up other people's refuse as a good deed or as a general
service. It's understandable if some individuals don't grab rubbish, but if you
can, take it and put it in the trash. I used to pick up cans for fun, and I enjoyed
it because it was generally rewarding and made the street and area where I
lived look even nicer.

11

Littering can cause serious problems to our land, water and air. It can even
cause acid rain. Forty percent of junk is burned in the wind, which increases
the number of toxic fumes in the atmosphere. This increase of toxicity causes
health problems. Our oceans are most at risk. Sixty percent of land and sea
water is contaminated, which hurts people and animals. Scraps in the form of
trash kills over one million living creatures a year. Over 100,000 sea creatures
die from ocean pollution each year from the now eight million tons of plastic in
the ocean.
In 2016, Kanpur, India, was the most littered place on Earth. Throughout the
world, however, the most littered items are cigarette remnants, wrappers, cups,
bags, straws, cans, tires and vehicle debris. Twenty percent of litter on land
comes from unsecured items in the back of trucks or trash receptacles. Fivehundred million pieces of junk can be found on highways each year. When
waste isn't properly disposed of in the correct trash versus recycling bins,
there's less chance of recycling.

Littering is devastating to our world. It goes into animals and humans
stomachs, it reduces air quality because of the smell of toxic chemical vapors
coming from it. Hopefully one day, people will see the harm of littering and help
to clean up junk. Some boys or girls may roll their eyes because they see debris
everywhere, but we all need to care about our world. So if you see trash on the
ground, just pick it up and throw it away, or at minimum, just hold onto it
until you can properly dispose of it.
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Is it possible to overdose on
caffeine?
By Darth Snowdrop

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What is caffeine? It is a CNS (central nervous system) stimulant which improves the speed of the
messages traveling between the body and the brain. This causes faster reaction time and makes you
more alert and active. It can be found in many different plants such as, Coffea Arabica, Thea sinensis,
Cola acuminata, Theobroma cacao, and Paullinia cupana. Many of these plants are used in coffee,
tea, soft drinks, and energy drinks (these are just the most common products that contain caffeine).
In the year of 2018, there were ninety-two
reported deaths on the overdose of caffeine.
Sadly, one third of these cases are likely to be
suicide. This usually occurs in people under
the age of twenty when using caffeine tablets
or very powerful energy drinks. It roughly
takes five to ten grams of caffeine for a person
to overdose or around 150-200 milligrams per
kilogram of body weight. Because of the low
body weight of children it’s easier to overdose
which is why the cases are much higher in
people under the age of 20.

How does it work? The caffeine is a stimulant meaning it increases your heart rate. This causes this
organ to work too fast creating hypertension, arrhythmias, and tachycardia. A very rare occasion is
that you might go into cardiac arrest but this is only in very few cases. Poison control roughly
receives 5,000 cases of caffeine toxicity per year, and half of these cases are under the age of 19.
Many of these are strictly through caffeine tablets, which makes it significantly easier to overdose
than coffee and energy drinks.
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Overdosing on caffeine is the least of anyone’s
concerns. Although it can happen it is extremely
hard to when drinking caffeinated beverages. The
only time a person should worry about this
occurrence is when taking any tablets/pills
containing caffeine. I advise you to look at the
bottle or the packaging of the product and read
carefully the amount of intake you should
consume. In the case of an overdose, you should
contact poison control immediately or call
800-222-1222. Some of the side effects that can
occur are tremors, nausea and vomiting,
abdominal pain, diarrhea, rapid breathing,
nervousness/anxiety, irritability/agitation, very
fast and irregular heart rate, confusion/ panic
attacks, and even seizures.

Withdrawals are also very common. A person’s body doesn’t have that extra boost of energy which
can cause you to sweat and feel a lack of energy. It can happen from 12-24 after your last intake and
can last from 2-7 days depending on the amount and how frequent you use it. These withdrawals are
completely normal for everyone and do not impose any threats on your health. All it is, is your body
saying where is the extra energy that keeps me awake. Caffeine is a drug and is the stimulant
category, it has benefits and risks but often these risks are not serious if you consume it correctly. To
answer the question, it is possible to overdose on Caffeine.

This is the average amount of caffeine of milligrams per milliliter in common drinks that you may
encounter everyday.
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Are grades affecting students’ mental
health?
By: Aiden O’keefe
Everyone has grades in life. Whether it be in an academic environment or
some form of work, there’s always some sort of evaluation. During school, it
can be the most hindering however. From how it changes a family from caring
about the student, to how they see each other. A question asked by
professionals is whether or not they affect the mental health of some
students.
Within the last 20 years, multiple
studies have been conducted to see if
grades affect students. For example,
the American College Health
Association 2015 survey showed that
30% of college students were affected
with stress, 22% were affected by
anxiety, 20% had sleep difficulties,
and 14% suffered from depression.
Another study from Sweden reports that
low GPAs specifically at 16 years old
were connected to depression during
early adulthood.
Other effects of low grades, although not quite on mental health, include a
higher chance of substance abuse, lower self worth, lack of emotional control,
and problems in relationships. Lower grades might lead an unsuccessful
student to feel angrier, causing them to lash out at others that care. Grades
could also lead to students feeling worse about themselves and even causing
sadness that is just enough for them to no longer care about anything.
The past year didn’t help anyone worried about grades, as shown by another
survey done to college students during 2020. With 87% saying that the
pandemic caused them even more stress about their education with a major part
of it being what to do next. An entire 66% of this group also noted that it
seemed future planning wasn’t possible.
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Another hindrance on mental health caused by grades, are how parents react
to their child’s failure. They can become upset and even angry at their lack of
success. This could lead to further deterioration which would in turn cause a
further spiral downward. Additionally, this could also lead to lower self
worth as mentioned previously. When someone’s parents don’t even believe in
them, why would they?

I know that it was certainly difficult for me to
deal with my grades last year. With Covid doing so
much to get in the way of learning it seemed
impossible to get through. Every quarter got worse
and worse and I felt horrible. It didn’t help that my
parents kept urging me to do better, to the point
where it seemed like my grades meant more to them
than my mental health did.
So how can this be fixed? Grades themselves
shouldn’t be removed, but instead they should be
changed. Removing letter grades and replacing
them with actual feedback from teachers. This
system can work as it does in countries such as
Norway, with the primary schooling not being
graded officially, instead being comments on each
test.
Actual grading doesn’t start until the Secondary schooling, with all grades
passing. This pattern stops during college or universities, with A to F
grades. However in contrast with our grading system, E is both a grade and a
passing one at that. This has had a factor in one in three people in Norway
receiving higher education.
As stated before, I do not believe that we should remove grades entirely. I
feel like changing the grading to instead the Norway grading system would be
a better option. This could result in better grades, improved mental health of
students, and even a better relationship between teachers and students.
Sources:
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0829573521997311
https://www.newportinstitute.com/resources/mental-health/academicpressure/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00127-020-01934-5
https://www.sprc.org/colleges-universities/consequences
https://kansas.kvc.org/2020/11/10/how-does-academic-stress-affectmental-health-in-the-age-of-digital-learning/

16

Thanksgiving potluck &
Christmas Dance
By Ghost Writer
We need a Thanksgiving potluck. Our school needs to appreciate our wonderful school.
Thanksgiving is a holiday to celebrate what you are thankful for. Our teachers work so hard
during the school year, we need to give back to them by a Thanksgiving potluck. We would
appreciate it if people could volunteer to make and bring food. It would be Turkey, ham,
stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy, bread rolls, apple pie and pumpkin pie. Here are
some recipes.
The receipt for the mashed potatoes.
1. cover potatoes with cold water and bring to boil.
2. Salt water and cook potatoes to tender.
3. Drain and return to the hot pot to dry them out a bit.
4. Mash potatoes with soft cheese of choice, warm milk and/or stock, herbs optional,
lemon zest and garlic.
5. Season with salt and pepper to taste.

Here is the gravy recipe. Heat 1-2 tablespoons of oil in a skillet over medium heat. Whisk
in flour, whisking constantly for about 1 minute. Slowly add milk, whisking constantly. Stir in
pepper and salt and continue.
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Now let us share how to bake a turkey.
1 lemon, zested and juiced
1/4 pound (1 stick) unsalted butter
1 teaspoon chopped fresh thyme leaves
1 fresh turkey (10 to 12 pounds)
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
1 large bunch fresh thyme
1 whole lemon, halved
1 Spanish onion, quartered
1 head garlic, halved crosswise
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F.
2. Melt the butter in a small saucepan. Add the zest and juice of the lemon and 1
teaspoon of thyme leaves to the butter mixture. Set aside.
3. Take the giblets out of the turkey and wash the turkey inside and out. Remove any
excess fat and leftover pinfeathers and pat the outside dry. Place the turkey in a large
roasting pan. Liberally salt and pepper the inside of the turkey cavity. Stuff the cavity with
the bunch of thyme, halved lemon, quartered onion, and the garlic. Brush the outside of
the turkey with the butter mixture and sprinkle with salt and pepper. Tie the legs together
with string and tuck the wing tips under the body of the turkey.
4. Roast the turkey about 2 1/2 hours, or until the juices run clear when you cut between
the leg and the thigh. Remove the turkey to a cutting board and cover with aluminum foil;
let rest for 20 minutes.
5. Slice the turkey and serve.

What do you think about a Christmas dance?
There would be lots of activities. We know that our school does not have any events like
this one planned for this year. Only the students on the Secondary side of the campus
could be allowed to attend. Food and drinks would be provided. Now let's talk about music.
Obviously we would play Christmas melodies, but song requests would be great.
This event would kind of be like a homecoming or prom night but except Middle School
would be able to come. One activity would be a dance competition because who doesn’t
like a friendly contest? Maybe there would be a hayride. Santa and Mrs. Claus. We think the
party should be on the Friday before our break. If you have a partner, bring a present for
them. It's a new idea. Let's bring it up with the student council. The dance would be in the
gym. If volunteers wanted, they would be able to bring food and drinks.
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Fall Pumpkin Pie Recipe
How to make the best Fall pumpkin pie for any event like Christmas, Thanksgiving,
New Years, a Halloween party or if your birthday is in Fall season? You can also
have it for your birthday party, or even if you just like pumpkin pie you can buy it as
well. First thing, you will have to go buy all the stuff you will need to make the pie.
Ingredients
- ¾ cup sugar
- 11/2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice
- ½ teaspoons salt
- 1 can (15 oz) pumpkin (Not pumpkin pie mix)
- 11/4 cups evaporated milk or half and half
- 2 eggs, beaten
- 1 crust from 1 package (12oz) frozen Pillsbury deep dish pie crusts (2 count)
Steps
1. Heat oven to 425’F. In a large bowl, mix filling ingredients. Pour into pie crust.
2. Bake for 15 minutes. Reduce oven temperature to 350’F; bake 40 to 50 minutes
longer or until a knife inserted near the center comes out clean. Cool 2 hours. Serve
or refrigerate until serving time. Store in the refrigerator.
So these are all the things you will need to make the best pie. You can make pie
crust designs so it can look good. For toppings, it will taste good if you put chocolate,
whipped cream, or pecans. The taste of pumpkin pie: spice-filled cloves, cinnamon,
all-spice. The texture can be different; many use canned pumpkin but some buy a
pie pumpkin and cook it down. But they are not the only ones that make the pie so
good. In general, any pumpkins meant for eating and can be made into a pie. You
can also buy a filling like s'mores or whatever you would like to put in the pie. And
the fun part of baking a pie is that you can draw designs on the pie like a flower or a
pumpkin. So that is how you make the best pumpkin pie ever. Also have fun with the
pie, put s’mores filling or decorate it with whatever you want, like whipped cream
sprinkles.
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How To Make Pecan Pie
How to make the best pecan pie of any event you will like. These are
the ingredients you will need.
Ingredients
1 cup Karo Light or Dark Corn syrup
3 eggs
1 cup granulated sugar
2 tablespoons butter, melted
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
1-½ cups (6 ounces) coarsely chopped pecans
1 (9-inch) unbaked OR frozen deep-dish pie crust

Steps
Preheat oven to 350F.
Mix Karo Light Corn Syrup, eggs, sugar, butter and vanilla using
a spoon or a rubber spatula.
Stir in pecans.
Pour the mixture into the pie crust.
Bake on the center rack of the oven for 60 to 70 minutes.
Cool for at least 2 hours on a wire rack before serving.
For toppings you can put ice-cream, and whipped cream. This is all
you need to have the perfect pecan pie for this fall.
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Facts & Statements About Fish
By William Court
Fish are able to breathe underwater because they have gills, which lets them intake
and outtake oxygen and carbon dioxide. Contrary to popular belief, jellyfish are not
amphibians, they are plankton; despite not being included as such. The same goes for
starfish because they do not look like any regular sea animal. Turtles are reptiles, there is also
another example of animal that can live underwater called ‘Water Lizard’.
On the other hand, polar bears are an
example of animals who cannot breathe
underwater. They try to hold their breath for
as long as possible. Penguins are in the same
boat. They can only stay underwater for
27 minutes. Similar to fish, amphibians, such
as frogs, can breathe under water due to their
absorbent skin.
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I can barely hold my breath for 20-25 seconds, which is sad. If I were to hold it for
longer, I would probably become unconscious. Other people can hold it for around
30-40 seconds. That is because they have been practicing holding their breath underwater,
there was one case where someone had been submerged for up to 24 minutes, their name
was Aleix Segura.
There are approximately 3,500,000,000,000
different species of fish, that is more than the
population of people on earth. An example of
these creatures would be; the anglerfish,
butterflyfish, clownfish, eels and pufferfish. It is
possible to keep one of these fish as a pet, as long as
they are in the proper tank, water temperature and
overall environment. Personally, I do not own a
goldfish or anything of the sort, I am not allowed
to have any pets except for dogs.

If someone is interested in owning any fish, they should do the proper amount of
research, even if it is ‘only’ a goldfish. If the bowl is too small, it would float around in
circles. All the responsibility is on the owner of the fish, if it dies or gets hurt. People also kill
fish as a food source, these animals are good and cooked too of course. I am scared of the
ocean, there are frightening things.
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The North Pole
By: Caleb Soto

The North Pole is located in the Arctic Ocean, and no nation owns it. Even
though nobody owns it, Russia placed a titanium flag on the seabed in 2007.
If it melted, the sea level would rise about 70 meters (230 feet) and the
coastal cities would sink. In addition, it would kill a large number of the
animals that live there. Despite the fact that it is very cold there, it has a
great variety of creatures that have adapted to survive. They have learned
to hunt and hide in the snow so they can catch their prey. Here is a list of
some of them and their scientific names:
Land animals
Arctic Fox - Vulpes lagopus
Arctic Hare - Lepus arcticus
Arctic Wolf - Canis lupus arctos
Polar bear - Ursus maritimus
Birds
Snowy Owl - Bubo scandiacus
Arctic Tern - Sterna paradisaea
Puffin - Fratercula arctica
Snow Goose - Chen caerulescens
Other animals
Greenland Shark - Somniosus microcephalus
Narwhal - Monodon monoceros
Orca - Orcinus orca
Walrus - Odobenus rosmarus
Waiting for Santa Claus to come during Christmas time? Sorry to ruin your
childhood, but it’s not actually possible for people to live there. People who
live near the arctic regions of Canada, Greenland, and Russia have tried but
could not. The reason is that the ice is constantly moving and that makes it
impossible to build a house there. Even though both places are extremely
cold, the South Pole has lower temperatures than the North Pole.

23

Lowest temperature recorded at the North Pole: -70 degree Celsius (-94
degree Fahrenheit)
Lowest temperature recorded at the South Pole: -89.6 degree Celsius (-129.28
degree Fahrenheit)
The main temperature on the North Pole is 32° F (0° C) in summer and -40°
F (-40° C) in the winter. The arctic consists of desert and tundra vegetation.
The desert life is mostly algae, lichens, and mosses. Lichens look almost
leaf-like, and are the most dominant plants. The ground is bare with a
patchy cover of the three different types of vegetation. If you ever go to the
arctic, you should know that the most used form of transportation there is
in a sled pulled by some huskies. Since you obviously want to survive, you
should at least have these nine things:
1. Boots are vital in the Arctic for keeping feet warm in cold temperatures
and for allowing you to traverse ice and snow,
2. Snow goggles,
3. A winter parka (large wind-proof jacket),
4. A sled,
5. Needles and a needle case,
6. An ulu (small knife),
7. Waterproofs,
8. Knife and pouch,
9. And cooking equipment.
You will need to find a shelter as well. If not, you would die of the utterly
freezing temperatures. We don't want that right? So yeah, you are going to
need one. Another interesting thing is that there are only two seasons there,
Winter and Summer. This is because the tilt of the Earth’s axis causes the
year-round weather. Throughout the year, different parts of the Earth
receive the sun's rays directly. So when the North Pole leans towards the
sun, it is summer in the northern hemisphere, and when the South Pole
leans towards the sun, it is winter in the northern hemisphere. Since they
are the furthest points from the sun, they do not have the seasons autumn
or spring.
Overall, the North Pole is a really interesting place with many weird and
fascinating properties.
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By: Kelsey

My Hero Academia

What are the differences between the manga and the show
My Hero Academia?
An important difference between the two is the
censorship. In the manga there is more gore in some scenes.
Since the show is aimed at children, the production team had
to make those sequences more appropriate for kids. Some
have said when the characters die or get injured they don’t
like it. A collection of people who have watched the show has
said that the manga is better. The fans say “The manga just
does something much better.” The teenagers that watch say
they don’t like the show being censored because it leaves out
important details.
There are a lot of filler episodes
that weren't included in the manga.
One being episode thirty two. An anime
analyst, Tendaji Ten, says “I hesitate to
call it a filler, as it fleshes out
something Horikoshi didn’t have time
to in the manga." Everyone agrees they
love that episode, because it displays
their favorite characters. The fans
seem to like the little add-ins here and
there.
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The manga tends to be more popular for impatient
people, because the show isn’t finished yet. So, if someone
wants to get ahead in the series, they go and read the
manga. Epicstream says “The manga also shows more
contemporary pop culture references, that won’t be seen in
the anime as per right issues.”

Something the fans really love about the manga is the art.
Gamerant.com explained “Each and every panel in the manga
absolutely lights up with Horikoshi's bold and enjoyable art style,
making each scene feel all the more special.” Readers agree and
say Horikoshi is very talented. Others also think some fight
scenes are more interesting. They like to see the fight come to
life, rather than read it. In the fourth season, there is an episode
called Each Goal, also the name of the song, where some of the
side characters have a band. The song from that episode is very
popular with the fans.
One thing different about the two is
the way the story is described.
Alysworld.net said “The manga is intense in
explaining to you the concept of the same
story. It has great information because it's
a long manga.” The manga is much more
detailed. Where the show is quick to
explain, and misses information.
A very important thing about the
show and the manga are the ships. I think
a big reason the manga and show are so
popular is the fans love to ship the
characters together. After anyone finishes the show and if
they like to read reviews on it. The most you will find is everyone
talking about their favorite couple.
I personally like the show better because I like to see it all
come together. The manga to me is just more plain, or grey, but
the drawings are very good, and they have a little bit more detail.
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Kory Ellis

The Marvel show created for Netflix “Daredevil” is a great show that has won
multiple awards such as (Academy of Science Fiction’s Best Streaming
Superhero Television Series, IGN’s Best TV Comic Book Adaptation, and OFTA’s
Best Sound in a Series.)
I feel that the great filmmaking
was the purpose of the series'
success. Everything behind the
show was done well including the
acting. All of the actors do a perfect
job making the characters seem
realistic. “Charlie Cox” who plays
the main character Matt
Murdock/Daredevil makes it feel
like he came straight and out of a
comic book,but still makes the
character seem realistic, and does
well at mimicking the mannerisms
of the character.
The other actors and actresses that are prevalent throughout the series are
played by “Vincent D’Onofrio” Deborah Ann Woll” and “Elden Henson.” They do
great jobs at acting during scenes that need strong emotion to make the
scenes effective.
The other thing that helps the acting reach its full potential is the writing.
The character Wilson Fisk, played by “Vincent D’Onofrio,” has been celebrated
by numerous people by being the best written villain in a marvel movie or
show. The character is written so well that sometimes even though he’s the
bad guy, you can empathize with him, until soon after they show how bad of
a person he really is. Like I stated earlier Matt Murdock or Daredevil is just
like how he is in the comic books.
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The last part of the equation that made this show work is the
cinematography. Daredevil is known for its great camera work and
impressive shots. Most of these scenes are impressive because they are one
shot scenes. In Daredevil there are a few long scenes that are all taken in
one take, one of these was the hallway fight from the second episode of
season one, this scene shows a daredevil fighting a group of people for a
little over five minutes in one take without any cuts. The specific was
inspired by 2003 Korean movie “Oldboy”, which had a similar scene of a fight
that takes place in a corridor.

As much as I applaud the show for its great moments there still are
problems with it. One thing that I've heard a lot and a reason why I've heard
why people give up on watching the show is that it's boring. I understand
why people believe this because each episode is about 50 minutes long which
makes it hard to get through each episode. Another thing is especially in the
first season they focus more on character building than actual fighting and
the superhero actually doing superhero things. Personally I did not have
these problems while I was watching the show but I understand these
complaints. Besides those I did think they should have done one thing
differently. I feel like sometimes the show takes itself too seriously, I
understand why they made it so serious but I do think they could have
toned it down a little, especially when the show is about a blind man
fighting criminals and ninjas. One example of them being too serious is that
all the costumes in the show are either a really dark color or they put it in
lighting that makes it look really dark.
To sum up everything that has been stated so far, the reason that this show
has won all these awards and has been acknowledged is because all of its
pieces including acting, writing and cinematography were treated with love
and care for the character to make a great show.

28

Squid Game
from a perspective of Korean
by: Jusung Kim
Spoiler alert :This article includes spoilers about the contents of the Squid Game

Squid Game is a drama on Netflix which gained lots of popularity, and was recently recorded as the
first top film to be watched in every country. As a result, the stock price of Netflix has increased 7.87%,
proving how influential this show happens to be.
This story is about centers around Gi-hun, who has a large amount of debt, and is led to partake in a
series of children's games. Participants play to earn 45,600,000,000 won, equivalent to around
38,325,285.62 USD. However, the competition turns out to be cruel and twisted. If they fail a certain
task in a game or lose, they are shot.
I saw my friend watching the show, and it so happens that he was watching a dubbed version. To me,
this was interesting. Personally, I watch foreign films in their own language with subtitles on. There has
been a debate between those who prefer to watch with subtitles and those who prefer to watch the
dubbed. For instance, John Robert, a podcast operator, Tweeted: "Did you see Squid Games as
dubbing or subtitles?'' More than 80% of the respondents chose subtitles. In my opinion, I would
recommend watching movies in their initial language. There are subtle differences between the two, but
they vary nonetheless. The meaning may differ due to an accent or expression that exists only in that
language, along with the atmosphere and/or feeling of the work may be conveyed differently in the tone
of the voice.
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It is rather difficult to concentrate completely on the movie. However, dubbing is not just a
drawback. For example, if you watch it in subtitles when a cruel or scary scene comes out, you have
to look at the screen to read the subtitles, but if you watch it in dubbing, you can turn your head. In
addition, elements that may be missed if viewed as subtitles can be observed in more detail when
viewed as a dubbing version. Disney movies, for example, hide numerous Easter eggs. Like Mickey
Mouse hiding in the scene of a store in Frozen, or children playing with Buzz Lightyear in the scene
of the dentist clinic in Finding Nemo. If you focus only on subtitles, there is a possibility that you
missed these elements. But I still recommend turning on subtitles.

For example, in the episode of crossing a
glass bridge, there is a scene where
Deoksu curses loudly while interfering with
people. I watched both the dubbing and
subtitle versions, so I compared them, and
the Korean version was definitely more
impressive. This is because I don't think the
intense expression contained in the
language was well expressed in the
dubbing version.

Another interesting
translation is the Red Light
and Green Light games. In
Korea, the Red Light/Green
Light game exists under the
name ‘Mu-gung-hwa Flower
Bloomed’. Participants can
move while the person
standing in front of them
speaks this sentence.
So we can expect when to stop. But here, you can move after listening to the green light, and if
you listen to the red light, you have to stop. This seems more difficult because the person
standing in front can make the timing a little more anomalous. I liked this translation very much.
This is because each person's culture was appropriately localized by substituting it into each
other's culture.
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The most impressive translation for me was the scene in which Ki-hoon and Sang-woo talked
after coming out of the squid game in episode 2. In the Korean version, Ki-hoon does not
understand the conversation and is confused because Sang-woo says ‘bribery’ with the slang
word ‘gift’. In the English version, it was translated appropriately using the dual meaning of
‘future’. These perfect translations make us more immersed in the movie and interested.

In episode 2, Ki-hoon decides to commit suicide when he is no longer able to handle his
debt. He smokes the smoke-causing solid fuel in the bathroom, wears a suit, lies in a
bathtub, and waits for death. However, from the perspective of foreigners who do not
know much about solid fuels, this scene would not have been well understood. They
questioned why he wore clothes and entered the bathtub, and misunderstood solid fuel as
aromatherapy. This scene also suggests the end of the character. What people did after
coming out of the game in episode 2 was related to the end of the characters. Deok-su,
who jumped off the bridge avoiding people, fell off it while playing a game and died. And
Sae-byeok, when he aimed a knife at the broker's neck, was stabbed by the neck during
the game.
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In addition, there were several foreshadowing, but foreigners probably did not understand. It's
about the names of some characters. In the episode 5, Ji-young praises the name
Kang-Sae-byeok for being pretty and tells her name. Sae-byeok means dawn.
Koreans usually name people in three syllables,
and the first syllable is the last name. When
Sae-byeok asks about Ji-young's name, Jiyoung answers without her last name. Saebyeok asks what the last name is, but Ji-young
replies that there is no last name. Because Jiyoung was assaulted by her father when she
was young, and her mother died by him. She
expressed her hatred for her father in this way.
I think the most interesting names of the characters were Il-nam. Il in Il-nam's name means
1, and Nam means man. In other words, his name is first-man. In fact, he participated in the
game with 1 on his back number and he was the person who held this game.

One of the important foreshadowing is the title of the last episode. It’s named ‘One Lucky Day’,
but everyone will have a question, ‘Why is this episode's name Lucky Day? Even though everyone
is dead and Ki-hoon is disappointed and becoming crazy?’. It’s because ‘A Lucky Day’ is the name
of modern Korean fiction that is as famous as everyone knows. The main character of this book
makes money hard after leaving his sick wife behind. On that day, he was exceptionally lucky to
make a lot of money and buy the soup that his wife wanted to eat and go home. However, his wife
died due to severe illness and eventually failed to eat soup. Paradoxically,’ Lucky Day’ means that
something lucky happened, but as a result, it ends up as unfortunate. Knowing this fiction, I
expected the ending to end sadly when I saw the title. In the drama, Ki-hoon won the game and
earned a lot of prize money, but his mother was dead when he returned home.
As such, the work also has an atmosphere or hidden meaning that only the people of that country
can recognize. So when you encounter other cultures, you can enjoy it 100% by thinking from their
point of view or asking friends from that country directly.

32

Abandoned mines in Bisbee
By: Thade Anderson
My article is about abandoned mines in Arizona, specifically in Bisbee,
because it’s generally still a busy mining town. They have a lot of
abandoned mine tours and it's the best place to relax for a day, if you're
going to Texas or New Mexico. Even though the close town of Tombstone’s
silver mines grew faster than Bisbee at first, the copper mine of Bisbee
outlasted Tombstone’s mining.
I went on one of the mine tours
when I was little in the Copper Queen
mine. The mine was the most
productive copper mine in Arizona in
the early 1900s. Even though copper
mining in the area slowed down in
the 1930s and 1940s, it kept mining
after World War II and wasn’t closed
until 1985, 40 years later. A company
called Phelps Dodge owned the Copper
Queen for about 100 years from 1885
until they closed it in 1985.
Since they closed the mine, retired Phelps Dodge employees run tours of the
mine and can tell you all about the mine’s history and the minerals. They
take you down the mine in one of the trollies the miners used go down. They
take you inside the mine in one of the trollies the miners used to go down.
Fun fact, when it was my 7th birthday, my mom and dad took me on a tour
of the Copper Queen.
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When we were there, the tour guide took us to a room where the miners
would use the bathroom. Miners would take off their helmets and belts
where they carried most of their tools and climb on top of mining carts
that had holes cut in the top of them so you could use the restroom. Miners
would just push the cart with your light and tools staying behind, so when
you finished you would just have to walk in complete darkness, until you
saw a light which could take hours.
When we did the tour that
year, I had to sit on top of a
restroom cart and everyone on
the tour sang happy birthday
to me. It was really
embarrassing, but kinda fun
climbing on top of the cart.
When I visited, the mine was
still in operation, so they didn't
take us through the whole
mine, but some of the dust
would come up the shaft.
A few months after that visit, the mine tours were cancelled for a while
because there was a gas leak, but I think they are doing mine tours again
now. When the mine was built in 1877 they used birds in cages to determine
if there was a gas leak. The Copper Queen mine is probably the best mine to
tour in Arizona because they actually take you 1500 feet down into the mine
so you get to really experience what it must have been like to be a miner.
Bisbee is a fun town to visit and spend a weekend so if you get the chance
you should go. My family is hoping to spend Christmas there and one day
we will go down to see the soap box races they have there.
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THE HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL
- AVERY SCHNEIDER
The history of Green Fields as a private school is very interesting, it goes
back to the year 1933.
It was originally a boarding school for boys only when it had first opened.
They had rooms for the students to sleep in. The students wanted to
surprise the teachers, so they moved the beds outside and slept. When
they woke up, there was a rattlesnake next to them! They ran away after
they saw it.

Parents would send their children
there so they could get into college. It
was a college prep school so when
they graduated they could choose one
and go there. They would teach the
students to farm and how to shoot
shotguns along with many other
things. Once the school used to be a
place where people would go to buy
and sell illegal substances. The police
would always be there to make sure
everything was okay. At another
point in time the school's principal
was a fraud! In the end they caught
him though. It was also a farm
where people would sell the crops for
money. In the not so far past,
Tuesday, July 9th, 2019, they filed
for bankruptcy. After that, it was
bought by ALL (Accelerated Learning
Laboratory).
The school's mascot used to be a hornet, the colors to represent it were black
and yellow, but they decided that was to ugly. They changed their mascot to a
griffin and the colors became green and black since the school had many fields
of green grass. When it was still a boarding school, they would also teach the
students to hunt and ride horses. The last horse alive was named Hobo, he died
due to old age.
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After he passed they buried him somewhere on the campus. In 2020, they
found a real human femur. They picked it up and got it tested to find out what
it belonged to. After that, they called the police because it came from a human.
They were mad at them for moving it because it will be harder to investigate.
The reason that we do write the Flyer goes back to when it was still a boarding
school, children would write in a newspaper-like book called the flyer. They
wrote about all the things going on in their lives and events that happened at
school.

After they finished writing, they published the paper so the parents could read
about what was happening in their child’s life away from home. To keep the
tradition alive, all the students who have journalism classes write articles
about all kinds of fun stories for the Flyer. They are now sold at the school.
The school that we know now accepts all genders and is a charter school. It
teaches subjects such as history, math, science, Chinese and more! It is not a
boarding school anymore, so they do not teach the kids how to hunt, ride a
horse, or shoot a gun.
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2021’S MOST POPULAR
HALLOWEEN COSTUMES
By : Daniela Bredice
Everyone is very excited for
Halloween this year, especially since
the last one was during the pandemic.
Covid 19 limited what we could do but
since many people are vaccinated,
they aren’t as afraid to go out and
celebrate it this year. Kids, teens, and
adults have been showing off their
Halloween costumes on social media,
especially on Tik Tok. But some are
more popular than others.
First up is a couple costume. The idea comes from Corpse Bride, one of Tim
Burton’s famous movies. The protagonist accidentally marries a dead woman
by the name of Emily. The overall design for Victor, the main character, is
relatively easy. All you have to do is find a suit and draw eyebags on
yourself. Emily’s attire is much harder to do, because she is dead. Her skin
color is a very light blue, almost white. She wears a damaged wedding
dress, heels, and a face of makeup. Many teens are participating in this
idea, but are making it into their own style, while the adults tend to stick
with the traditional costume.
One of the most popular costumes is the
character, Ghostface, from the movie
Scream. This film has made its way
into Tik Tok, even though it was
released in 1996. The costume for the
protagonist is very easy to find since
it's a classic. One of the main reasons
this motion picture became popular
again is because there are many
teenagers have found the two main
killers in the movie attractive. Many
cosplayers have also taken action and
have made recreations or skits of
Ghostface.
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Another popular couple's costume is
BeastBoy and Raven, from Teen Titans.
The show has become very popular due
to a graphic novel produced by a well
known illustrator. The comic is called
‘Raven : Teen Titans’, which features
both Raven and BeastBoy. The female
protagonist has short dark purple hair,
and a giant red stone in the middle of
her forehead.
She wears a cloak over a one piece black leotard. While the other character
has green hair and wears a green and black suit. This is also a very easy
costume to find since the show is popular amongst teenagers and children.
New shows and movies also have an effect on Halloween costumes. Squid
Game, a new show on Netflix, is one of the most popular films in the world
for the past week. There are already many character inspirations on twitter
and other social media platforms. Another example is Halloween Kills, which
was released a week ago and kids have already started to buy the Micheal
Myers masks. Many creative costume ideas have come to social media this
year. Twitter, Tik Tok, and Instagram have been infamous for being able to
find very unique and cute ideas.
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By: Ariah Pinnick
Have you ever wondered why
every year on October 31st we
dress up and go door to door
asking for candy? Halloween
was introduced to the United
States in the 1840s and from
then on became a very popular
holiday. In Ireland, during the
Celtic Festival of Samhain, the
Irish would light bonfires and
wear masks to ward off ghosts.
They believed that during this
time, humans could see the
world of gods.
On this day, some offered treats while others wore disguises so people
would be mistaken for one of them.
These disguises did not use too many materials, yet they were still creepy.
These costumes were a lot more scary during these times because they
were homemade and people were dressing up to blend in with ghosts and
spirits instead of characters from a TV show. For example, some used
sheets, paper bags, and paper maché. All they had to do was cut a few
holes and that made the terrifying costumes.
When Halloween came to the United States, it spread quickly. Even though
people were still making these outfits at home and using what they had on
hand, they got more creative. The idea was to be completely disguised and
anonymous. In the 1930s and 40s, masquerades were held for adults and
children on this day, and it was seen as a way to gather during the change
in season. From the 50s to now costumes have been influenced by pop
culture rather than hand-making them. Individuals started to base their
attire off of fictional characters such as Popeye, orphan Annie, and Mickey
Mouse. In addition, pranks became popular and sometimes led to riots and
vandalism which was thought to be because of what people were wearing.
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When Halloween came to the United
States, it spread quickly. Even
though people were still making
these outfits at home and using
what they had on hand, they got
more creative. The idea was to be
completely disguised and
anonymous. In the 1930s and 40s,
masquerades were held for adults
and children on this day, and it was
seen as a way to gather during the
change in season.
From the 50s to now costumes have been influenced by pop culture rather
than hand-making them. Individuals started to base their attire off of
fictional characters such as Popeye, orphan Annie, and Mickey Mouse. In
addition, pranks became popular and sometimes led to riots and vandalism
which was thought to be because of what people were wearing.

Adults participated in dressing up more and got rid of masks for the most
part. In the 60s costumes were more used for fun, instead of doing it to
hide from spirits. This doesn't mean that people stopped wearing face
coverings and scary outfits, they just created a more cheerful perspective
of Halloween. Moreover, simple looks using face paint became pretty
popular in the 70s. In the 80s, people went as Batman, Dracula, and
Skeletons. They would mostly wear rubber masks. Around the same time
bloody and gorey looks became well liked especially after the movie
“Halloween” was released. In the 90s, wearing name-brand products like
McDonald’s, Tootsie Rolls, etc. became well known.

40

In the early 2000s, political scandals led to wearing masks that resembled
some of the presidents like Nixon and Bush. Moving on to the 2010s,
cultural appropriation, “adopting an element of a culture or identity by
someone from another culture or identity,” started to surface. For
example, some would dress up in traditional Native American clothing and
blackface. There are still debates going on about what costumes are
considered cultural appropriation and what isn’t.

As of today, there is a huge variety of what to wear and what could be a
Halloween costume. For instance, people can dress up as an
actor/character, different types of food, animals, popular memes, and
more. Although costumes have changed a lot over the years, we still see
some that were popular when the holiday first began, such as witches and
ghosts.

41

Why Death Should Not Be Feared
By: KZ P-U.

Death has been viewed in a bad light, portrayed as an evil that does not and
should not belong to this “beautiful” world. People, as it turns out; are blind, full of themselves, taking
their time for granted, believing it will last forever. Forgetting to live while they are given the chance,
realizing when it is far too late. Never getting to travel, saying “goodbye” nor an “I love you” to those
who were close, unable to pursue their dreams.
Taking the hypothetical of two
young children on a long,
narrow board; supported
via a single pivoted point, with
the representation on Life and
Death. Unable to stop going up
and down, otherwise, if the game
is quit, all would disappear
within seconds; the entirety of
existence is reliant on their
game. Despite this, people have
held more value over Life rather
than Death; leaving one to
wonder why that is, why there is
resistance to see them as one in
the same. There is no such thing
as “being dead”, yet Death was,
and will continue to play with
Life, they compare to white and
black; making all the colors in the universe, causing them to be inseparable. For a long time, people have
been attempting to separate Life from Death, and vice versa. People do not live nor die, simply because
of the fear of death, but instead they survive; enjoying nothing, and being afraid. Whilst the moment of
death, regrets of not living start to flow, with the thought there would be enough time; alas, how much
time is “enough” time in the end? The best lie to have walked is the idea of the future, nobody thinks
they will die, nor will all the people they have met until their final breath. If everyone were to genuinely
understand, they would cherish life, love those who are close on an entirely different level that they could
not understand. If they were truly grateful; they would have appreciated every breath, seeing, smelling,
hearing, feeling and tasting. All have the opportunity to live, however, it is taken for granted. When did
time ever solve anything? The choice to fear death is the same choice to fear life.
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If there was no such as death, the population would continuously increase, leading to a significantly
large change in pollution, political corruption, disease, crime, and fewer resources. There are about
7.9 billion people living at the moment, 385,000 are born each day. Assuming that, a constant figure
of 97,200,000 are pregnant and will give birth in the next nine months. Leading to quite a large
struggle to fit that amount of people in one small place; it would likely lead to fewer jobs. Forcing
civilians to steal; along with those who are wealthy take advantage of the poor. This, after all, has
occurred time after time throughout history, why would it not happen again? Waste would pile up
more than today, causing trash to end up on streets, as well as the oceans; affecting a large number of
species, endangering them further, even extinct them one after another.
Another major factor is the potential increase in mental illness; take into consideration a
a natural disaster occurring near your home, lasting for many days on end. Unable to evacuate, for
you were too slow to move, watching people suffering; whether it is from starvation or being
wounded terribly, those screams continuously lingering in your ears. As you walk outside, there is
nothing but roads soaked with the blood, and for those who are weak incapable to do anything except
to beg and sob. Your family’s thoughts are filled with worries, unawareness of your situation; leaving
them to assume the worst possible outcome. There is nothing left for you to do anymore, despite the
situation being over, those screams you heard, those tears and blood stains are integrated in your
head, forever taking your peace. No amount of therapy would change what you had just seen, people
suffering, unable to leave their bodies because of the lack of death. Leading to a series of trauma
disorders, such as; Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), Acute Stress Disorder (ASD),
Adjustment Disorders (AD), Reactive Attachment Disorder (RAD), Disinhibited Social Engagement
Disorder (DSED).

This is a comparison of healthy brain and one with a trauma
disorder.
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Common symptoms in a trauma disorder:
• Flashbacks, intrusive thoughts, nightmares
• Avoidance of reminders of said trauma
• Depression and hopelessness
• Extreme anxiety and fear
• A sensation of being overwhelmed
• Loss of interest in once-enjoyed
• Withdrawal from friends, family, and social events
• Emotional numbness and difficulty feeling pleasure
• Difficulty sleeping
• Lack of appetite
• Angry or violent outbursts
• Trouble concentrating or thinking
• An exaggerated startle response, being on edge constantly
• Impulsive behaviors
• Difficulty engaging with others or forming relationships
• Suicidal thoughts and behaviors

War is Trauma- Art is healing is an art installation of
war trauma, this particular piece is 'Strange Fruit' made
by Jeremy Berggren. Nov. 9-18, 2012

People should not fear death, no
matter the argument being used.
Death is just a chapter
in everyone’s life. We have come
into this world knowing that the
main goal is to die, alas, all things
must reach an end eventually.
Though at times lives end sooner
than expected; people must not feel
regret on their deathbed, but instead,
the feeling of tranquility taking over
the body at the last breath, slowly
falling asleep only to wake up
elsewhere, as something new, or
perhaps not at all.
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By: Michaela Thurston

Vlad Dracula

Vlad the Impaler was the ruler of Wallachia, today’s Romania, in the mid-1400s.
He got his nickname from the fact that he had killed about 60,000 people, impaling
a little over 20,000 of them. There are individuals who said that he would sit next to
his enemies he had impaled and dipped bread into their blood. He was born between
1428 and 1431 when Wallachia was in chaos. The historical records are unclear.
His father’s name was Vlad II Dracul. His surname
means “dragon” because he became a part of a
Christian crusading order called the Order of the
Dragon. His mother’s name was Cneajna, she came
from a Moldavian royal family. Vlad III had two brothers,
Mircea and Radu.
Wallachia was located between Christian-ruled
Europe and Muslim-ruled Ottoman Empire which are
Portrait of Vlad III
warring factions. Dracul’s land was in constant turmoil
because of the fighting between the two groups. Vlad Dracul was invited to a
diplomatic meeting by the Ottomans in 1442, so he took his two youngest sons, Vlad
III and Radu, so they could be educated on the art of diplomacy.
Map of Wallachia
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Instead of the meeting, the Ottomans
captured the three of them and held them
hostage. They offered Dracul a deal, he
could be set free, but he had to leave both
of his sons behind. Because he thought that
would be the best option he agreed. During
the time they stayed as captives, Vlad and
his brother both were taught philosophy,
science, and the art of war.

At Wallachia, a coup led by warlords, who are known as the boyar, overthrew
Dracul. He was killed in the swamps behind their house. The eldest son was tortured,
blinded, and buried alive. Not long after his family's death, Vlad III was granted

freedom. After leaving, he started to use the name Vlad Dracula which means the
dragon’s son.
He became a violent ruler after getting back home, which caused him to
receive the name Vlad the Impaler by others. The person who took over his fathers
position was Vladislav II, so when he returned in 1448, he took the throne back. A few
months after taking it, be came back and took it from Vlad, for himself, again. With
support from Hungary and his own army, Vlad Tepes arrived in his homeland in 1456,
and took the throne a second time. There is no proof of it, but people say that he
personally beheaded Vladislav in battle.
Vlad’s true reign of terror began after getting his
position back the second time. Some historians think
that the reason he changed into someone violent was
because of the way his family died. Apparently, he was
prone to getting beat and tortured when he was
imprisoned in the Ottoman Empire, which is where he
possibly learned about impaling his foes. Because
some in Wallachia thought Vladisalv was a better
leader, there were quite a few uprisings in the villages
in the region. Vlad decided to host a banquet to invite
his opposition because he knew he had to force them
into believing he was worthy to rule over the people.

Dracula's Family Crest

Not long after the banquet started, it turned into a bloodbath. Vlad’s “guests”
were impaled while their bodies were still twitching, after being stabbed to death. His
reputation for being violent continued to grow, while he protected his position and
defeated his enemies through the worst possible methods imaginable. Even though
he was definitely a barbaric leader, a large number of Christians in Europe
supported him because he was strong with his defences of Wallachia against the
Muslim Ottoman Empire. Even Pope Pius II appreciated how well known he was for
being a violent ruler with military feats.
Vlad the Impaler was able to bring more stability and protection to his
homeland, even if it was not a lot, considering the fact that the region had been very
vulnerable because of its location. He seemed to have enjoyed his own brutality.
Everything he was well known for doing caused the Turks to give him the nickname
kaziklu bey, which means “Impaling prince”.
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When he impaled an enemy or had someone do it for him, it started in the
pelvic area between the legs, and slowly went through the body until it came out of
the neck, mouth, or shoulders. There are some instances where the pole used is
round, so the victim could be alive a few hours or even days after being pierced
before they die. That happened because the pole would not puncture any of the
organs. It would also be displayed for everyone to watch.
Impaling was not the only way he tortured people. An instance of this was when
Ottoman diplomats did not remove their turbans for religious reasons, so he had
them nailed to their skulls. There were several historical references stating he killed
80,000 humans, while he was ruling, impaling 23,000 of them, but we have no way
to find out how many he had truly killed. In 1462, Vlad The Impaler was taken as a
prisoner by Hungarians. A campaign started so Vlad he could be replaced with his
brother Radu because of the Ottomans. He thought the Hungarians would help him
keep the throne, but they did not want to fight the Ottomans, so they imprisoned
him.
In 1476, Vlad Dracula was released and married Jusztina Szilagyi. She was a
relative of the Hungarian King Matthias Corvinus. He and the ruler of Hungary made
a deal, so that Vlad could get his throne back from his brother. They could not give
him what he wanted because he died in battle before he could get his hands
on it.

Pamphlet about Vlad III
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There is one legend stating that Vlad Dracula
dipped bread in his victims blood, but there is no
proof to confirm if it is a fact or not. There was no
hard evidence of him drinking blood, but there
were leaflets from the fifteenth century, with titles
such as The Frightening and Truly Extraordinary
Story of a Wicked Blood-drinking Tyrant Called
Prince Dracula. As with many frightful stories in the
distant past we may never truly know. Was Vlad a
product of a violent time in history, or did he revel
in the blood of his victims? Maybe that is best for
you to decide.

The Case of Alex Jones and Sandy Hook’s Victims
by Anonymous

In the small community of Newtown, Connecticut, 20 children and 6
staff members were killed at Sandy Hook Elementary school in the
shooting of 2012, with two others injured. This was a massively
catastrophic event for the tight-knit and usually quiet town.

Three families of victims- Neil Heslin, Scarlett Lewis, and Lenny
Pozner- are teaming up in a court case against Alex Jones, founder
of InfoWars, to sue him for spreading misinformation. This case
has been, in my opinion, a long time coming for Jones due to his
history of irresponsible comments on the event in Connecticut. The
conspiracy was spread his InfoWars show, platformed by YouTube,
where Jones claimed that the Sandy Hook shooting was not a real
occurrence. Among other things, he also stated that all of the
victims were “paid actors”, but what, exactly, was the theory behind
it? According to Alex Jones and the InfoWars company, the
government plotted this tragedy to push an anti-gun rhetoric. He
accuses the entire shooting of being a “false-flag operation” created
by officials opposed to the Second Amendment.
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This new case is not exactly that; Jones has been in legal disputes about this
topic since a defamation lawsuit in 2019, where he was made to pay
$100,000 to Pozner. The issue now is the fourth and most recent, as the
families involved are siding against him yet another time.

On November 15th, 2021, Jones had been declared guilty in all four cases of
defamation. The cases include the three ruled in October and the combined
accusations of the Heslin, Lewis, and Pozner families. The final verdict is
not yet public, but his legal guilt is a large step in the progression of these
lawsuits.

49

The InfoWars company and media earn money primarily through
advertising and selling their products. All of this gives Alex Jones an
estimated net worth of around five million US dollars, which is plenty
of cash to spare when it comes to paying damages caused by his
alleged conspiracies. He profits off of controversy, in short; However,
as generally unharmful as it may seem to simply speak your mind,
being given a platform obviously involves garnering an audience. As
with any media, viewers of the InfoWars show consume the ideas fed
to them and inevitably form their own thoughts on the matter. With
opinions often comes action, which is not too great of a thing when the
action involved is harassment towards those painted as false victims.
The more committed audience members of InfoWars were driven to
send threatening and otherwise hurtful letters to all families affected
by the shooting, although these incidents were never brought to court.

Interestingly, prior to these cases Jones claimed bouts of psychosis
were responsible for any conspiracy that was too outlandish. There
hasn’t been any reported follow up on the claims of this condition,
much less any press for medical records. Mental illness is serious, yes,
but isn’t necessarily an excuse for spreading massive amounts of
misinformation and disregarding factual happenings.
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